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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 10th April 2017 at the Parish 

Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs J M Cole, B J Correll, R J Dykstra, D W England, 

Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, R A Payne, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C 

Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 

County Councillor M R Tew 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P S Potts and District Councillor P 

L E Bucknell. 

 

 

241/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman reminded Members that this would be the last meeting that County 

Councillor M R Tew would be attending in his capacity as the Member for the Warboys 

and Upwood electoral division of the County Council as he had decided not to stand for 

re-election at the elections in May.  On behalf of the Parish Council, she thanked him for 

his work in the Parish over the past four years and wished him well for the future. 

 

The Chairman also encouraged Members to attend the Annual Parish Meeting which 

would be held on 19th April.   

 

 

242/16 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Dr Withams, the 

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th March 2017 were approved as a correct record and 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

243/16 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

Councillor Mrs Wyatt declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Minute No. 254/16 

(Proposed Youth Café) as she lived in close proximity to the site of the proposed café.  
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244/16 VACANCY 

 

Further to Minute No. 227/16, the Clerk reported that no expressions of interest had been 

received for co-option to the Council to fill the vacancy arising from the resignation of 

former Councillor Parker.  Under the circumstances the vacancy would be re-advertised 

and mentioned at the forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting to try to encourage persons to 

come forward for consideration for co-option. 

 

 

245/16 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 13th 

March 2017:- 

 

(a) Closure of Station Road Footpath 

 

Further to Minute No. 226/16(d), the Clerk reported that no further complaints 

had been received since the previous meeting about mud or litter from the site of 

the housing development at Station Road appearing on the local highway. 

 

(b)  Warboys Archaeological Project 

 

Further to Minute No. 226/16(e), the Clerk reported that he had been advised by a 

Senior Archivist at the County Council that no progress had been made on the 

issue of the final archaeological report into the work undertaken at the David 

Wilson Home development at Station Road.  Outstanding drainage work remained 

to be undertaken in the area where a burial had taken place and this would be 

raised with the developers.  

 

(c) Legionella Control 

 

Further to Minute No. 226/16(k), Members were informed that the report 

following an inspection of the Parish Centre for legionella had been received 

subsequent to the despatch of the agenda and a report would be submitted to the 

next meeting. 

. 

(d) Picnic Table at Jubilee Park 

 

Further to Minute No. 232/16, the Clerk reported that he had spoken to 

representatives of the Ramsey Rotary Club and was optimistic that a grant would 

be forthcoming for the cost of installing a wheelchair inclusive picnic table at 

Jubilee Park.  
 

(e) ‘Great Get Together’ 

 

Arising from Minute No. 235/16, Councillor Mrs Wyatt advised that the 

Community Association was unable to organise another event in June as part of 

the ‘Great Get Together’ in memory of Jo Cox MP.  However this had been 

incorporated in the Warboys It’s A Knockout day at the Sports Field on 1st May, 

in respect of which the Chairman expressed her appreciation. 
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246/16 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 13th March 

2017 be received. 

 

 

247/16 LEISURE AREAS COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Leisure Areas Committee held on 20th 

March 2017 be received. 

 

 

248/16 FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held on 20th March 2017 be received. 

 

 

249/16 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that the Cambridgeshire Constabulary website had yet to be updated 

with the crime statistics for the month of March. 

 

 

250/16 SHELTER NEAR JUBILEE CLOCK TOWER 

 

Further to Minute No. 225/16, Councillor Mrs Cole reported that she had met Councillor 

Mrs Tavener’s daughter to discuss the possibility of her assistance with the painting of a 

mural in the shelter adjacent to the Jubilee Clock Tower.  As the mural was intended to 

commemorate the centenary of WWI, Councillor Mrs Cole reminded Members that there 

might be a possibility of applying for a grant later in the year to help with the cost of the 

work.  She explained her plans with regard to the design and the involvement of young 

people in the village with the painting of the mural in the hope that they would respect the 

work that had been undertaken. 

 

Councillor Mrs Tavener advised that her daughter’s artwork was available on her website 
and that she could be involved in researching the type of paint required and the initial 

painting of the shelter interior prior to the work on the mural.   

 

With regard to the quotation from Stencil-Tech to apply a screed to the floor and lower 

part of the interior walls of the shelter, the Clerk pointed out that provision had not been 

made in the budget for the current year for the amount quoted of £1,450 plus VAT.  As 

the new financial year was only a matter of days old and further unavoidable expenditure 

that had not been budgeted for was anticipated, the Clerk suggested that it might be 

necessary to use money from the Council’s reserves if the work was to be undertaken. 
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Following lengthy discussion on both the mural and flooring, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that Councillor Mrs Cole be requested to assess the cost of the materials 

required to paint the proposed mural and to continue to liaise with 

Councillor Mrs Tavener’s daughter;  

 

(b) that arrangements be made to establish whether Councillor Mrs Tavener’s 

daughter proposed to charge for her assistance with the mural or to help 

with the project free of charge; 

 

(c) that the availability of grant towards the cost of the mural be investigated; 

and 

 

(d) that consideration of the quotation from Stencil-Tech be deferred until the 

meeting of the Council to be held in September. 

 

 

251/16 LOCAL HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT INITIATIVE 

 

The Clerk reported that the Council’s bid for funding from the County Council’s Local 

Highway Improvement Initiative in 2017/18 had been successful and funding of £6,574 

approved towards the resurfacing of the footway to the north of the High Street between 

School Road and the Jubilee Clock Tower.  A sum of £2,000 had been included in the 

budget as the Parish Council’s contribution towards the cost. 

 

The scheme had been approved with the lowest score of those approved which explained 

the reason for the unusual amount approved.  However the Clerk reported that he had 

calculated the cost of resurfacing the footway at about £24,000 using the County 

Council’s cost formula.   Members were informed that the County Council’s Highway 

Engineers would be assessing the scheme later in the year and deciding what was 

achievable with the likelihood that the Parish Council would be consulted again when 

that exercise had taken place. 

 

On a related subject, Councillor Dr Withams drew attention to the poor standard of the 

white lining at the junction of Popes Lane and Beech Close.  The Clerk advised that he 

had reported the matter to the County Council’s local Highways Supervisor some months 

previously and had been advised that the work would be undertaken when a white lining 

team was in the vicinity.  However the Clerk indicated that he would liaise with the 

Highways Supervisor again to ascertain when the work was likely to take place. 

 
 

252/16 FOOTWAY CROSSING – HIGH STREET/FORGE WAY JUNCTION 

 

Councillor Correll reported that he had been approached at a Library surgery by a 

resident who used a mobility scooter and who had drawn attention to the problems that 

she was experiencing as a result of vehicles parking in Forge Way near the junction with 

High Street and blocking access to the dropped kerbs.  
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The Clerk reminded Members that the County Council would no longer fund the cost of 

parking restrictions and now advised complainants to approach the relevant Parish 

Council for them to apply for and meet the cost of the necessary traffic order and road 

markings which was likely to be in excess of £1,000.  Even if an order was made, the 

Clerk pointed out that this would have to be enforced by the Police if motorists parked on 

the yellow lines which was unlikely to be regarded by the Police as a high priority.  As no 

provision had been made in the budget, the Clerk pointed that the only feasible way that 

this could be progressed would be if a bid was made in the next round of the Local 

Highway Improvement Initiative fund.  

 

Councillor Mrs Harlock drew attention to a similar problem in Humberdale Way where 

motorists were parking and blocking access to dropped kerbs.  Under the circumstances, 

the Clerk reported that he would investigate and report back as to whether any action 

could be taken involving the Police and County Council without the introduction of 

parking restrictions. 

   

 

253/16   COMMUNITY ROADWATCH – ’30 PLEASE’ STICKERS 

 

Further to Minute No. 234/16, the Clerk reported on the results of the first week’s 

monitoring of traffic volumes and speeds in Fenton Road by Community Roadwatch.  

From the statistics available, it appeared that 28% of the vehicles recorded had been 

travelling in excess of 35 mph with the 85th percentile speed being 38.7 mph.  Members 

were informed that the information would be useful if the Council decided to bid for 

funding from the Local Highway Improvement Initiative fund for 2018/19 for measures 

to reduce traffic speeds.  

 

Community Roadwatch had supplied Councillor Mrs Tavener as the local Speedwatch 

Co-ordinator with 60 ’30 please’ and 60 ’20 please’ stickers subsidised by Mick George 

for display on wheeled bins in Fenton Road and Humberdale Way respectively.  They 

had also offered to supply further subsidised stickers at a cost of £40 per 100.  

 

A number of Members drew attention to the presence of a camera at the A141/B1040 

roundabout and the Clerk undertook to investigate the reason for its installation.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a further supply of stickers be purchased from Community Roadwatch at a 

cost of £40.  

 

 

254/16 PROPOSED YOUTH CAFÉ 

 

(Having declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in the following matter, Councillor Mrs 

Wyatt left the room for the duration of the discussion and voting thereon.) 

 

Further to Minute No. 226/16(i), Members considered a report by the Clerk (copies of 

which had been circulated to all Members) on the possible creation of a youth café at the 

Windmill Bakery. 
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Members were reminded that the idea had arisen from the problems experienced with 

older teenagers congregating in public places earlier in the previous year.  Following 

meetings with the Police and one of the County Council’s Youth Workers, the proprietor 

of the Windmill Bakery had offered to host a youth café on one evening per month and 

funding of £1,000 had been obtained through the County Council’s Reach Fund to 

engage a Youth Worker while the café was open and meet other incidental costs.  

Although the problems with the teenagers had improved since the previous summer, the 

Clerk suggested that such matters tended to cyclical and would change again in time. 

 

The Clerk reported that he and the Chairman had met the proprietor since the previous 

meeting to discuss the feasibility of the youth café, as a result of which it was proposed 

that this be open on one evening per month for youngsters aged 13 to 17 years of age 

from 5.30 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.  Ground rules would be established to ensure that the café did 

not create any disturbance or nuisance in the neighbourhood and the Police had indicated 

that they would visit regularly to monitor the situation. 

 

Members were reminded that letters of objection had been received from the occupants of 

both of the neighbouring properties in the High Street and the individual concerns raised 

were listed in the report by the Clerk with detailed responses following the consultation 

undertaken with the proprietor, Police and District Council’s Planning Officer. A query 

was raised as to whether the young people actually wanted a Youth Café in the village 

and the Chairman suggested that an independent survey be conducted via the Youth 

Workers during the Connection Bus sessions to establish this. 

 

Having regard to the potential interest of neighbours, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the occupants of neighbouring properties be consulted on the proposal and the 

results reported to a future meeting of the Council. 

 

 

255/16 COUNCIL E-MAIL ADDRESSS 

 

The Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated to all Members) on the 

need to change the Council’s e-mail address following notification from Orange that the 

Freeserve address was being withdrawn. 

 

A number of options were outlined in the report, including a free service such as 

googlemail or hotmail, a Gov.uk address, a new domain name arranged with Green City 

Solutions or the warboyspc-info domain name used for the Council’s website.  However 

as Green City Solutions provided all of the Council’s hardware and software support 
currently, the Clerk suggested that it would be preferable if they were responsible for 

arranging the new domain name and e-mail address.  The domain name 

‘warboysparishcouncil’ was available and could also be used for the Council’s website.  

It was also suggested that the new e-mail address be a non-personal one which would 

enable an easier transfer of address when employees changed. 

 

Under the circumstances, it was 

 

RESOLVED 
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(a) that Green City Solutions be requested to register the domain name 

‘warboysparishcouncil’ for use as the Council’s website and e-mail 

addresses;  

 

(b) that the contractor responsible for the maintenance of the Council’s 

website be requested to change the web address to the new domain name; 

and 

 

(c) that Green City Solutions be requested to create new e-mail addresses for 

the Clerk, Timebank Co-ordinator and Chairman at the new domain name. 

  

 

256/16 INVESTMENT STRATEGY 

 

Arising from the recommendation of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

earlier in the meeting, Members were invited to approve the Council’s Investment 

Strategy for 2017/18 (copies of which had been circulated). 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the Investment Strategy be approved as submitted.  

 

 

257/16 REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 

Arising from a request for financial assistance from East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices 

(EACH) towards the work of the organisation in providing care for children and young 

people with life-threatening conditions and support for their families at their Milton 

hospice, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that a grant of £100 be made. 

 

 

258/16 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that the only matter raised at the Open Forum following the previous 

meeting of the Council had been the question of the excessive speed of motorists in 

Fenton Road which had been discussed earlier in that meeting. 

 
 

259/16 ACCOUNTS 

 

(Councillor Mrs Tavener declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in the payment of an 

invoice that she had submitted.  As this was a payment for work undertaken, she did not 

leave the room.)  

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Dr Withams and seconded by Councillor Payne, it was 
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RESOLVED 

 (a) that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – March 2017                 1,068.10  

        

W E Batterbee  Salary – March 2017     950.67 

             

R Edwards  Salary – March 2017     317.20 

   

R Reeves  Salary – March 2017     968.53 

 

A A Clasper  Salary – March 2017     457.16 

                      

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – March 2017             1,350.43                        

                       

G Hansell  Half year Internal Auditor’s fee     50.00 

 

R Martin  Half year Clockwinder’s honorarium   110.00 

                               

R Reeves  Mileage claim        47.70 

 

A A Clasper  Mileage claim and expenses      14.50 

 

Vodaphone  Mobile phone contract (Timebank)       9.50 

 

R Reeves  Petty cash        25.00 

 

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre       156.62 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies      61.08 

 

Glasdon UK Ltd. Lifebelt        43.28 

 

Allstar   Fuel (paid by direct debit)    111.19    

 

GreenCity   Computer anti-virus protection – May        12.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 
 

GreenCity    Computer backup online - May       36.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Computer support contract –  May                   60.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Warboys Community Grant for Warboys Diary    100.00 

Association 
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Arthur Ibbett Ltd. Repair to strimmer       28.51 

 

Cambridge Water Water supply – Hallgate Allotments     16.51 

 

Dyers of Warboys Play sand      260.00 

 

Ivan Barrett  MOT and service for van    270.54 

 

Huntingdonshire  Printing and name badges    175.16 

District Council  

 

Connections Bus  10 visits by Connections Bus – January -          2,675.00 

Project   March 2017 

 

A Allen  Refund of deposit for cancellation of Parish    10.00 

   Centre booking 

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies    109.66 

 

E.ON   Electricity supply – Christmas lighting    80.67 

 

Mrs J Tavener  Replanting of raised garden – Adam Lyons     41.00 

Playground 

 

 Cambridge Water  Water supply – Parish Centre    114.63 

Business 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – purchase of Dyofix for Weir   72.00 

 

(b) that payment of the following account required prior to the meeting be 

endorsed:- 

              £ 

 

Stuart & Co.  Annual insurance for van    376.47 

 

 

260/16 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for March 2017, together with the 

list of Parish Centre bookings for that month, copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members.   
 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 


